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Abstract:
This study had three main objectives; 1] to collect body of
cal wisdom which inciudes rutes, regulations, and best prac-
fices on participative natural resources and enviranmental man-
ement of northern Thai communities 2} to synthesize these
_a1 knowledge and come up with body of knowledge of local
ricipative natural resources and environmental management,
hich is applicable and practical for other communities, and 3}
‘produce a manual of pracess of working with a community in
aﬁural resources and environmental management which is a les-
on learned from the communities studied.
There were 5 cammunities in Chiangmai Province selected

:this study, The 5 communities were; 1} Baan Pang-Cham-

é:'e, Huay-Kaew sub-districi, Mae—-Cn district 2) Baan Mae-
a-Mai, Mae - Ram sub-districl, Mae-Rim district 3) Baan Wat-
han, Wat-Chan sub-district, Mae-Jam district 4) Baan Pang-
}a-C. Mae-Naa sub-districl, Chiang-Dow district, and 5) Baan
am-Muen, Wiang-Haeng sub-district, Wiang-Haeng district.

h of these 5 cormmunities had both of its interesting issues
oo natural rescurces and envirenmental management, and is
rsification on managerial methods, which was able to create
The study had

ood lesson Jearned for other communities.
pplied several concepts and theories as bases in this study
uch as knowledge construction and learning, iocal wisdom and
ral resources maragement, local participation, and sustairn-
.é:developmenf‘ The study was designed by emphasizing on
five local participation, especially participatory implementation
activities throughout the study, and participatary data coflec-
and verification, Techniques used in the research were par-
'l_ory and non - participatory observation, informal and in-depth
Lir\‘;iew, and focus group discussions with several stakeholders
local residences.

he study found that all 5 communities shawed similar goal
atural reseurces and envirenmental management. Their ul-
goal was 1o preserve in what they catied capital fer tife for
resent and next generations. However, the communities
ﬁ_erem methods and conditions to achieve the goal. Also,
mmunities had ditferent initiation and implementation {o
that goal. Two communities (Baan Pang-Ma-C & Baan
an) were aware of resources and environmental man-
in an early stage when their resources were still rich,

other two communities (Baan Pang-Jam-Pee & Baan
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Mae-Sa-Mal) had learned to rebuild their nature when they were
devastated with their deteriorated ratural resources and envi-
ronment. With different conditions, certainly, the communities had
different detaits and enforcements of thelr rules, orders, and regu-
iations.

When focusing on the communities’ rules and regulations,
the study tound that the communities had various implementa-
tions of their rules and regulations. They were both literale and
non-literate implementation. Also, for a resident who violated the
rutes and regulations, the communities had various methods of
punishment. It is very interasting to find out that each community
did not use secle technigue of rules and regu!ationg enforcement.
Rather, it was able to suitably integrate several techniques based
on each circumstance. Certainly, such integration was periormed
under their faith on the communities formal and non-termal lead-
ers.

The study further found that refationships between the com-
munities and external agents had strong influences on the
communities resources and environmental management. Pleas-
ant relationship enhanced effectiveness of the management,
whereas unpleasant relationship hampered effectiveness of the
management. in additions, the communities were well adjusted
to situations and conditions surrounded them. Communities leaders
(bath natural and formal leaders} played significant roles on
maintaining communities’ momentum.

The study illustrated that resources and environmental man-
agement of the 4 communities was performed undar awareness
of taking ail their physical, social, and cultural contexts into their
accounts, Even mora, these contexts were directly related to ini-
liation of their local knowledge and wisdom. Importantly, there
are evidences showed that these local knowledge and wisdom
were based on their culture and balief that harmonized relation-

ship betwaen local” way of life and their resgurces and environ-
mental management.
Keywords @ hest practices, highland communities, natural
resources and environmental management, community’s rules &

regulations
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