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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: behavior and personality of
successful local leaders community development administration; leadership and way of
thinking of the local leaders; and desirable traits of the local leaders. Semi-structured
interview schedule and focus group discussion were used for data collection. Key
informants consisted of 61 persons who were municipal mayors, municipal deputy
mayors, presidents of the municipal council, municipal council members, municipal
clerks, representatives of community organizations, religious representatives and public
sector representatives.

Results of the study revealed that desirable behavior and personality of
successful local leaders included the following: pursue achievements in development
work; cling code of conduct, situational management in line with change; diligent, and
patient; emotional maturity and optimist; and creative systematic thinking. Regarding
desirable local leader’s traits, it included the following: appropriate behavior and
personality for developing the community; competency in community development;
leadership with systematic thinking; a person who is learning and able to keep up
changes; a person having networks and academic coordination; competency in

information technology and public relations; and a person who lives in his homeland.

Keywords : desirable local leader, development management, leadership and follower,

social behavior
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